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St. Andrew's Minister 
Capt. The Rev. A. B. Robb 


Rev. Andrew D. Robb, the present minister of St. Andrew’s United 
Church, is a worthy successor to the illustrious men whom he has followed. 
Of Scottish ancestry, his father having been a native of Aberdeen and his 
mother of Perth, he was born at Woodstock, Ontario. He was educated at 
Hamilton Collegiate Institute, Albert College, Belleville, and was graduated 
from Victoria College. He early showed his bent for the ministry, for at 
the age of 17 he preached his first sermon. He was made a local preacher 
at that age, and was sent to Cainsville, where he preached for a year, 
and then to Burford, where he was stationed for two years. 


While in University he took a keen interest in the Glee Club and the 
Victoria College Quartette, of which he was a member, also in literary 
affairs, being one of the editors of Acta Victoriana. This literary trend of 
mind, with his extensive reading, brought him into the field of dramatic 
recitals, and he prepared a number of epitomes of great stories, some of 
his outstanding recitals being “A Tale of Two Cities,” “Ben Hur,” and 
“Les Miserables,” which were particularly popular with the Canadian 
troops with whom he came in contact while on service overseas. His 
services came to be in wide demand in England, and he entertained many 
English audiences with his dramatic recitals, drawing many flattering 
tributes in English journals, one writer comparing his work with that of 
the great Irving. 


Captain Robb found an outlet for his creative urge in writing plays and 
sketches for his young people, and in having them produced very success- 
fully. In Oshawa, his playlet “The Crutch,”’ met with the approval of the 
critics, while his sketch, “The Girls of the Old Brigade,” written especially 
for the ladies of St. Andrew’s, won widespread popularity. 


During the war our minister served overseas with the Canadian Forces 
as a chaplain, being chaplain of the Canadian Cavalry Brigade under Brig.- 
General J. E. B. Seely in France, and was at one time superintendent of the 
Wesleyan Soldiers’ Home in Bramshott. He was demobilized in 1919, 


Rev. Capt. Robb has served his church from youth till the present time. 
Starting on country charges, his ability was soon recognized and ealls 
came to him from important churches. He served Elora, Harriston, Mor- 
rison St., Niagara Falls; St. Paul’s, Dundas; Westmoreland, Toronto; Glebe 
Road, Toronto, and was called from the latter church to become minister 
of St. Andrew’s last year. 





Rev. A. D. Rowr 


Present Minister of St. Andrew’s 


G¥itad Church Mr. Robb is a life member of Acadia Lodge, A.F. & A.M., Hamilton, an 


Honorary Life Member of Oakwood Lodge, A.F, & A.M., Toronto, a mem- 
ber of the Canadian Authors’ Association, and a Kiwanian as well. 


He is co-writer with Mr. M. McIntyre Hood of “The Pilgrimage.” Having 
written part of a great Pageant that was produced by the Toronto Churches 
in Massey Hall, his experience is manifest in our Pageant. 
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1833 - 1933 laa ~ 1955 


St. Andrew's Centennial St. Andrew's Centennial 


Special Services Special Features of the Centennial Celebration During the 


Sunday, October 1 Month of October, 1933 


11. a.m. Rev. James Hodges, B.A., minister of St. Andrew’s Church 


from 1898 to 1912. Wednesday, October 4 


Season’s opening meeting of the St. Andrew’s Men’s Club, in the 
church hall. Special Centennial speaker, Dr. T. E. Kaiser. Special 
music and program appropriate to the occasion. 


7 p.m. Rev. Prof. Walter G. Brown, D.D., Principal of Victoria 
College. 


Sunday, October 8 les Pe 
CoeS, 


11 a.m. Rev. J. Y. McKinnon, M.A., of Brantford. j 
7 p.m. Rev. F. J. Maxwell, of Toronto, minister of St.’ Andrew’s 
Church from 1928 to 1932. 


Monday, October 16 


100th Birthday Fete, under the auspices of the Women’s Associa- 
tion of the Church. Everyone invited to the birthday party, which 
will be followed by a special program of music and speaking. 


IG 
re 51 


Sunday, October 15 
11 a.m. Rev. George G. D. Kilpatrick, D.D., of Hamilton. 


7 p.m. Rev. H. W. Avison, D.D, of High Park United Church, Toronto. Monday, October 16 


Exhibition of Antiques and Relics, sponsored by the Young People’s 
Society of the Church, showing hundreds of relics of the pioneer days 
of the community and the church. 


es 


Sunday, October 22 


11 a.m. Communion and Baptismal service and Reception of new 
members, conducted by the minister, Rev. A. D. Robb. 


7 p.m. Rev. Dr. Seymour, Presbyterian Minister of Belleville. 
Tuesday, October 24th 


Grand Historical Play-Pageant, “THE PILGRIMAGE,” depicting one 
hundred years of history of Church, Country and Empire, presented in 
the church. See detailed program elsewhere in this booklet. 
Unveiling of Memorial Cairn to Rev. Dr. R. H. Thornton will take place 
at an appropriate date during the month of October. The date has 
not yet been definitely fixed, but will be announced in the press and 
i from the pulpit of St. Andrew’s Church. 


Special Music by the Choir, under the leadership of Mr. George Henley 
at all services. 


OLD FRIENDS — NEW FRIENDS — ALL FRIENDS 


EVERYBODY-—You are cordially invited to join 
in these special services. 
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St. Andrew's United Church 
1833-1933 


fitstorical Sketrh 


Compiled hy M. McIntyre Hood 
(With ccllaboration of Dr. D. S. Hoig) 





N one of the grand old hymns of our church we sing, reverently and 
| fervently, the lines, 

“A thousand ages in thy sight 

Are like an evening gone.” 


True, in the eyes of God the Father a span of one hundred years is but 
a moment, but in a new country like Canada, a country which but a century 
ago was largely an unpeopled wilderness, a history of one hundred years 
is a long span for a church. St. Andrew’s United Church began, in its 
original form, almost with the first settlement of the district surrounding 
Oshawa. It began at a time when the name “Oshawa” was unknown. So 
in many respects, the history of St. Andrew’s Church is the history of the 
community of which it forms an integral part, and which it has served 
for the last one hundred years. It is a long story, but yet a story worth 
telling, and, we hope, worth reading. 

The Presbyterian Church, which was the forerunner of St. Andrew’s 
United Church, sprang from the desire of the staunch and hardy settlers 
from Scotland fer-a church home in their new eountry. These settlers 
eame from. the -hills of, the, highlands, which have,preduced such splendid 
mysties, to make their contribution of foresight and vision to the upbuilding 
of Canada, and from the plains‘of the lowlands, which have sent merchant 
princes and industrial magnates to this country. The. settlement of Whitby 
township by these Scottish people began shortly after, the year 1830, -and it 
was not long before they expressed their longing,to establish in their new 
land the church of their fathers, the faith that was living still. They had 
no church, but they gathered in the pioneer homes to discuss with each 
other the necessity of having a “kirk” and a minister. 

About this time there came to Canada a young Scottish minister, in 
the persen of the Rev. Robert Hill Thornton, seeking an opportunity to 
minister to his fellow-countrymen in their new homes. He visited the 
settlement, met the people and received a call from some twenty-five 
families of the district to become their minister. He accepted the call, 
with the understanding that he was to continue his missionary labors 
throughout the whole district between Toronto and Cobourg, and in 1833 
he began his labors. There was no difficulty in securing a meeting-place. 
On Moore's Hill, at Lot 20, Concession 1, of the then township of Whitby, 
there stood an old log building, known as the Anabaptist Church. It served 
many purposes, for it was used as a town hall, as a place for holding 
political meetings, and for preaching the Gospel on Sundays. So—not 
without misgivings on the part of some of the old Scottish die-hards—this 





Rev. Rornert H. THorntorx 


Founder of the Presbyterian Church in Oshawa and district. 
Born, West Calder, Scotland, April, 1806. 
Died, Oshawa, Ont., February 11, 1875. 
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AN OLp Log CHURCH . 
Above is a picture of a typical old log church of one hundred Years ago, 
such as that in which Rev. Dr. Thornton conducted the first Presbyterian 
Church services in the Oshawa district. 








building became the scene of the first Presbyterian Church services held 
by Rev. Robert H. Thornton in the district. 

Robert Hill Thornton, born in April, 1806, in the Parish of West Calder, 
near Edinburgh, Scotland, had a distinguished academic career at the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh before coming to Canada as an ordained minister 
of the United Secession Church,.of Scotland. His place in the life of the 
church and community of Oshawa became so outstanding in the years that 
were to follow that we here take pleasure in presenting an appreciation 
of Dr. Thornton, from the pen of Dr. D. 8S. Hoig, one of Oshawa’s oldest 
citizens. 

“When Robert Thornton, at the age of 26, turned his back on Scotland 
and on Edinburgh, just a century ago, to take up his life in what was then, 
almost literally, the wilds of Canada, he was making a sacrifice, the extent 
of which will not be fully appreciated, unless one is familiar with the 
exceptional conditions that were present in Edinburgh at that period. This 
city had been satirically called the ‘modern Athens’ by some one who must 
have been surprised in what perfectly good faith the soubriquet was adopted 
by the world. Not even Oxford had an atmosphere of more pronounced 
literary distinction, and of the brilliant group that was present at the 
founding of the Edinburgh Review, many were still in the city, although 
the gifted Sidney Smith had long since departed, carrving his wit and 
his sparkling talk to London. Walter Scott was but just dead, the glamor 
of his genius and his achievements still pervading the city of his birth. 
At that time it was probably the most attractive place in the world for a 
university man and a lover of Belles Lettres. 
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“But there was no sign of faltering in the young Scottish minister as 
the city of such literary attractiveness faded from his sight, and his ship 
bore him each day nearer the new world. The diary of a fellow-traveller, 
that has just come to light, tells of his helpfulness among all classes of 
the passengers, and of the comfort they received from his encouraging and 
uplifting sermons. 

“Shortly before leaving Scotland, to take up the engrossing labors that 
awaited him in Canada, he was married to Margaret Thompson, daughter 
of Joseph Thompson, of Malvenny Grove, near Edinburgh. Mrs. Thornton 
accompanied her husband to Canada, and was his devoted companion during 
almost the remainder of his life. They arrived in Canada after a long sea 
voyage, and, leaving Mrs. Thornton at Cobourg, the most considerable 
settlement along the lake shore, east of Toronto, he set out to find a field 
of labor and a home in the almost trackless forest. To transcribe his own 
vivid account of his adventures: ‘With the exception of a narrow strip 
far from continuous along the southern frontier, Canada was a vast wil- 
derness. The clearings were so few and far between as searce to interrupt 
the monotony of the dense forest. Roads were not yet existant. The only 
attempt at a road, on what is now the Kingston Road, was being made 
by felling the trees along a surveyed line and clearing away the under- 
brush. Only a partial adherence to any path was compatible with the 
object of the missionary and the nature of his work. We had to wend our 
way through the forest paths, and from clearing to clearing, where the 
only mode of locomotion was on foot. We had no ascertained dwelling- 
place, or field of action. Always avoiding anything like inroads on the few 
localities where the Gospel had already gotten a foothold, we proceeded in 
search of Presbyterian settlers, without direct information as to where they 
might be found or whether we would be welcome, committing ourselves 
to God whither He broke up our way.’ 

“Eventually the group of Presbyterians settled in what is now the 
township of Whitby induced him to be their pastor. Worship was at first 
conducted in a building on Moore’s Hill, to the west of the Union 
Cemetery. But in a few years, a new brick church was built on the 
cemetery property, and here the congregation worshipped for many years, 
in fact until it was moved to Oshawa. The new church must have been 
a roomy structure for those days, for one observer speaks of as many as 
600 people being in it on one occasion. This church became the centre of 
the religious life of the settlement, and its membership and influence grew 
apace, in spite of the difficulties of the times. The minister and his family 
were cared for in a large farm house nearby. At this house, which soon 
resounded to the cheerful sounds of a growing family, was the asylum for 
many a footsore traveller in the years that were to come; the door always 
hung on the latch. 

“Here, then, in this remote corner of the world, lacking almost all the 
comforts of civilized life, this educated Christian gentleman carried on his 
Master’s work for the remainder of his life, accepting the pittance that 
was all the poor settlers could pay him at the time, without a murmur, 
although it often meant the direst of poverty for himself and his family. 
That he continued to accept it long after the congregation could afford to 
pay him well, must be rather a mortifying reflection for their successors. 
Soon, from far and near, devout Presbyterians flocked, for there was no 
other place of worship for them to the east, until Port Hope was reached. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - 


Erected on the site of the present church in 1862, andgwhich served as a 
home for the congregation until the present church was built,in 1899. 





Dr. Ormiston, who preached in the Dutch Reformed Church, the leading 
Presbyterian Congregation of New York for many years, tells in his 
memoirs of walking from Darlington to the Thornton Church, a distance 
of twelve miles, and staying for both services. 

“But this church was only a central point from which the tireless mis- 
sionary worked north, east, and west, organizing new centres of Presby- 
terian worship, and nursing them along until they could stand alone. 
Columbus, Brooklin, Claremont and Pickering were particularly indebted 
to him in this respect. ” 

Shortly after opening his church, § of the 9 seceding churches in Canada 
met in Toronto and established the first Presbytery of the Free Church of 
Scotland here, and Mr. Thornton preached the opening sermon. In addi- 
tion to the missionary work of which we have spoken, Mr. Thornton under- 
took the care of the congregation in Pickering, holding services twice a 
month, and doing the pastoral work as well. After five years however, 
this was found to be too great a task. The work was making serious 
inroads on his health, and an arrangement was arrived at by which Mr. 


Jennings, from Toronto, divided the work with him. If one could realize 


the wretched condition of the roads at that time, the great labor involved 
in this dual pastorate will be better appreciated. 

“In addition to his ministerial work, he carried a great load in the 
practical supervisorship which he exercised over the educational work of 
a large part of the country. In the absence of qualified people among the 
early settlers it was almost inevitable that so ripe a scholar and so excel- 
lent an organizer should find himself looked to for direction in the develop- 
ment of schools in his district, which extended from near Toronto on the 
West, to Port Hope on the East, and north as far as the bush was cleared. 
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lished almost entirely on horseback, and many miles did this enthusiastic 
educationist cover daily in the short periods which he could snatch from 
his onerous pastoral work. Very carefully and cleverly must his time table 
have been planned. 


“And later when ‘Grammar’ schools, as they were then called, were 
being opened, his thorough knowledge of the classics, and of all branches 
of higher education which he had acquired as a student in Edinburgh, were 
of inestimable value in supervising the work of the newly appointed teach- 
ers, and he became school inspector, But arduous as was this additional 
work, it was very close to his heart and was performed ‘con amore’. Many 
teachers in after life, spoke of the help and inspiration which they received 
in their work from Dr. Thornton. It has been pretty generally conceded 
that at this formative period in the development of educational facilities 
in Canada, Dr. Thornton’s work was only less valuable than that of Dr. 
Ryerson. 


“From his earliest association with the pioneer settlers in the new land 
Dr. Thornton had been an enthusiastic advocate of Temperance principles, 
believing as he did that drinking liquor was the greatest curse of the 
country, as at that time it undoubtedly was. With his uncompromising 
attitude towards all moral questions, he throw himself heart and soul into 
the fray, travelling constantly to attend meetings held in its interest. These 
meetings brought him into intimate association with the movement all over 
the country. With Edward Carswell, the brilliant Temperance lecturer, 
whose home was in Oshawa, he worked in close collaberation, as with 
others throughout the country. 


“Although of a serious cast of countenance, his fine features presenting 
usually a thoughtful, almost stern aspect, he was, to those who knew him 
well, of a kindly disposition, and by no means devoid of humor, In con- 
nection with his temperance experiences, he used to tell a story which he 
seemed to enjoy none the less that the joke was on himself. Returning on 
one occasion from a temperance meeting held in McGregor’s grove in 
Oshawa, he was riding a strange and somewhat intractible horse. This 
beast displayed an obstinate determination to leave the procession, in favor 
of a wayside tavern, stopping precipitately at the door of the bar, whence 
the bartender came out to ask what particular brand of liquor was wanted. 
The horse’s former owner had evidently not been a temperance man. 


“Dr. Thornton was in charge of the Pickering church during the trying 
period of the rebellion of '87. The Clerk of sessions at that time was a Mr. 
Greig, an ardent loyalist. Finding that the bulk of the congregation were not 
in sympathy with his views, he not only resigned his position as clerk, but 
renounced all fellowship with the congregation. The nature of Dr. Thorn- 
ton’s feelings may be gathered from the following paragraph taken from 
a page of the sessions book, in Dr. Thornton’s own hand-writing: ‘As Mr. 
Greig has by his own admission, ceased to hold fellowship with the congre- 
gation, and has, in the opinion of those concerned, forfeited all title to 
church privileges, the Session has agreed that his name be taken from the 
communion roll, and Mr. Dunbar appointed to discharge his duties.’ 

“One of the worst felt deprivations suffered by the pioneer settlers was 
the scarcity of books and the difficulty of obtaining them. The compara- 
tively small ocean-going vessels of that period had space in their narrow 
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Travel between these distant and sometimes remote points, was accomp- holds for only the most necessary luggage, and as books could neither be 
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St. ANDREW'S Unrren CHURCH 
As it is to-day. 





eaten or worn, very few of them were brought over. NY the Scottish immi- 
grant, particularly, this was a severe loss. There Were few places in 
Canada where books were published and those from Montreal.and Quebec 
were mostly in the French language. A few filtered in frongthe U.S.A,, 
but were difficult to obtain. Newspapers were just as scarce, and a copy 
of the London Times, or the Edinburgh Scotsman would be handed around 
through the neighbourhood until it would hardly hold together. Reading 
aloud was much practised, especially in the long winter evenings, with 
the family gathered around the big fire, all busy but the reader, who was 
quite probably an invalid or suffering some disability that for the time 
withdrew him from more gainful occupation. In this way a great many 
more people were made familiar with whatever literature was obtainable 
than could otherwise have been possible. Even the strict censorship that 
was exercised over the books that might enter a Presbyterian home, was 
relaxed in favor of Walter Scott’s novels, the Tales of the Border, and 
works of a similar kind. Meantime the character of the individuals that 
made up the congregation was undergoing a radical change. 

“The village of Oshawa, whose Presbyterian citizens worshipped at 
Thornton’s Corners, was undergoing rapid expansion and becoming an 


important manufacturing centre, and the members of the congregation 


from this direction grew to be the most numerous and influential group 
in the church. In the early days farmers and their families constituted 
much the greater part of the attendance, and this continued to be the case 
during the first generation. But the churches that Dr. Thornton had been 
so helpful in starting were now operating independently in every direction. 
This, of course, diminished the attendance at the parent church very appre- 
ciably. There seemed to be only one thing to do, to move the church to 
where the bulk of the congregation lived. This move was accordingly made, 
a substantial brick building was built in a prominent position, much of 
the material of the original building being used. 

“The coming of Rev. Alexander Kennedy to Dunbarton in 1854 must 
have been a great pleasure to Dr. Thornton. They had been fellow students 
at a theological seminary in Glasgow, and after Mr. Kennedy’s settlement 
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in Dunbarton there was constant intercourse, and many delightful hours of 
intellectual discourse it may be well believed, between them. A story of 
Mr. Kennedy’s college days is worth recalling as illustrating the privations 
that Scottish students had to endure in the struggle to obtain an education. 
Their entire food supply was contributed by their respective mothers, and 
sent by coach in a box week about; and if the supply fell short they had 
to await the coming of .the next box. Which recalls the motto on the 
cover of the Edinburgh Review, ‘We cultivate letters on a diet of oatmeal.’ 

“About this time Dr. Thornton had the signal honor of LL.D., conferred 
on him by Princeton University, N.J., a distinction enjoyed by few clergy- 
men in Canada at that time; and in 1855 the congregation voted a sub- 
stantial sum to pay the expenses of a visit to the old land, for Mrs. 
Thornton and himself, one of the few holidays he ever permitted himself. 
His eldest son, Robert M. Thornton, a fine looking, stalwart man of over 
six feet, held an important charge in a Presbyterian church in London, 
Eng., and was succeeded, on his death at a not advanced age, by his son, 
who still holds the charge, the third ‘Robert’ in succession. 

“On reviewing the impressions made by this recital of the history and 
character of Dr. Thornton, I thirk the strongest is the conviction of his 
Godliness, and his intense humanity. Having put his hand to his Master’s 
work he never relaxed while he had strength to carry on; and no less 
evident was his love for his fellow man, and the constant efforts he made 
for his moral and intellectual uplift. His was in truth a beautiful character.” 

To continue the story of Dr. Thornton and the church at the point at 
which Dr. Hoig leaves off, mention must be made of the celebration of 
his 25th anniversary as minister of the church, in 1858. A public meeting 
was held in the church on that occasion, and an address presented to him, 
and after the social functions had been completed a committee presented 
him with a very kind address and a gift of $200. In the same year the 
school teachers of the district held a meeting at the church, and in recog- 
nition of his services to the cause of education, presented him with a 
purse containing $300. In 1859 the college of New Jersey, (Princeton) con- 
ferred the degree of Doctor of Divinity upon him, and the Toronto Globe 
ef that time made the following comment: 


“Princeton is beyond comparison, the very highest among the Presby- 
terian Colleges of the United States, and never conferred any of its 
honors more worthily than in the present instance.” 

It was around the year 1860 when the need for a church in Oshawa to 
replace that at the Union Cemetery site became most apparent, and accord- 
ingly plans were made for a building at the corner of Bruce and Simcoe 
Streets, where the present St. Andrew’s church still stands. In 1862 this 
church was completed, and the congregation moved to its new home in 
the town. Here Dr. Thornton continued his ministry, preaching and 
working with untiring zeal, although the press of years was becoming 
heavy upon him. On February 11, 1875, he passed away, in his 69th year, 
his end undoubtedly being hastened by his too great faithfulness to his 
labors. Of the high esteem in which he was held the services connected 
with his funeral were the evidence. His congregation wore mourning, the 
places of business were closed, and a lengthy cortége followed his remains 
to the Union Cemetery. 


The passing of the Rev. Dr. Thornton left the congregation with a 
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Former Ministers of St. Andrew's Church 


great problem in the selection of a worthy successor. Dr. Thornton was 
the only pastor they had ever known. Indeed, in his whole ministry he 
occupied but the one charge. The choice of the congregation fell on a 
sturdy son of Presbyterianism, Rev. John Hoge, who, later in 1875, was 
inducted to the pastorate of the church. On his broad shoulders fell the 
mantle of the stalwart Dr. Thornton, and right well did he live up to the 
expectations of the people of the church. After a brief pastorate of four 
years he resigned, and sought a new field of labor in Western Canada, to 
become one of the outstanding Presbyterian ministers of Winnipeg. In 
1879, then, the pulpit again became vacant, and to it there came another 
fine, publie-spirited Christian gentleman, Rev. §S. H. Eastman, B.A. 

Rev. S. H. Eastman came to the Presbyterian Church of Oshawa, as 
it was now known, as a young man. His ordination took place in the 
church at the time he was inducted to its pastorate, and he brought to the 
congregation great devotion and fire. The coming of the McLaughlin 
Carriage Company to Oshawa had created a new industrialism in the town, 
and had caused growth and development of the community. Many new 
families came from Scotland and from the north of Ireland, and sought 
their church home in the Presbyterian Church under Mr. Eastman. So the 
church grew and prospered, and under his wise ministry and his forceful 
preaching, for he had undoubted gifts of oratory, it continued to fill a 
large place in the life of the community. 

Rev. Mr. Eastman followed in the footsteps of the Rev. Dr. Thornton. 
as an educationist. He was keenly interested in the educational system 
of the Oshawa public schools, and worked closely in co-operation with the 
schoo] principals and teachers of his day. For a number of years he served 
as the inspector of the public schools of the city, and when, in 1883, he 
found his chureh duties becoming so pressing and arduous that he was 
compelled to resign from that post, the school board pleaded strongly with 
him to continue in office. Although relieved from official duties, he took 
a keen interest in education throughout the whole of his ministry in 
Oshawa. 

Many of the present members of St. Andrew's Church can remember 
the kindly ministrations of Mr, Eastman, and can recall the powerful 
sermons which came from his lips Sunday after Sunday. Towards the 
close of his ministry it became apparent that the church which, in 1862, 
had seemed to be sufficient for the needs of the congregation, was becoming 
inadequate to the demands upon it. Newcomers to the community, of the 
Presbyterian Faith, were finding in it a congenial church home, and so it 
was once again faced with the problem of extention. Mr. Eastman, how- 
ever, did not remain long enough to see this dream of a new church come 
true, for in 1897 he resigned from the pastorate of the church. 

Early in 1898 Rev. J. Hodges, B.A., one of the two surviving former 
ministers of the church, was called to Oshawa and inducted as the minister 
of the Presbyterian congregation. He came at a busy and critical time in 
the history of the church, for it was suffering from severe growing pains, 
and was on the verge of launching out on a new building program. Into 
this campaign the Rev. Mr. Hodges embarked with zeal and courage, and 
such was his leadership that the following year, in 1899, the present St. 





Rev. Joux Hoes 
1875-1879 





Rev. S&S. H. EaAstMaAn, B.A. Rev. J, Hopers, B.A. 
1877-1897 1898-1912 
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Rey, Bee YULE Rey. F. J. Maxwewr Andrew’s Church was built and dedicated, and a Sunday School building 
1913-1923 1923-1932 : , 
was erected with it. 
With this splendid new church home Mr. Hodges had a successful and 
ron ate) 2a 
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[ges fruitful ministry. The church was blessed, as it always has been, with 

> 8 a officials of prominence as citizens of the community, men with business 

Pe g i talents which they used unsparingly in the interests of the church, and it 

3 2A became to an even greater extent than formerly, a centre of much of the 

S + Bb religious life of the community. An instance of this is found in the fact 

Se 5 that it.was at one of the annual meetings of the women’s organization 

-- a + of the church that the suggestion came which, in 1907, during Mr. Hodges’ 

cS = E ministry, resulted in the establishment of the Oshawa General Hospital. 

aes The characteristic of friendliness was outstanding in Mr. Hodges, and he 

mn es became greatly beloved, not only by his own congregation, but by the 

= a people of the whole community. In 1912 he resigned the ministry of the 
fe i ¥ church, and his departure was much regretted by all his people. 

2 oo Rey. Mr. Hodges was succeeded by another outstanding minister, Rev. 

om Ee 2 i George Yule, whose service during a difficult period in the life of the 

oe 5 church will be long remembered by the many families who felt the com- 

Bip Ss forting touch of his kindly and sympathetic spirit. Rev. Mr, Yule was 

we inducted into the pastorate of the congregation in 1913, and was barely 

, settled in his new charge when the clouds of war swept over the world. 

2 C i To him, then, fell the task of guiding the congregation through the war 

o es years, of sending the young men of the church off to fight their Empire’s 

vl So { battles with a word of good cheer and of benediction, and of carrying the 

S a message of Divine consolation to the stricken homes of the many bereaved 

z. | f in that great struggle. In the homes of his people Rev. Mr. Yule was ever 

on “ a welcome spirit, and his ministry of love helped to lighten the burden of 


many a sorrowing father, and stricken wife and mother. 
During Mr. Yule’s ministry, Oshawa continued to grow. The coming 
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S. J. Babe, J. D. Storie and A. VY. Swail were not present when this photograph was taken. 
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= Ss of the great automobile industry to the city brought another infiux of new 

is eal citizens, many of them of Scottish and Irish birth, and they sought their 

Ee mt natural church affiliations with the Presbyterian Church. The growth in 

6 Fo 4" $ the congregation brought new and added responsibilities to its minister, 

5 - & and in 1923 he passed away, widely mourned, not only by his own 
45 congregation, but in the community generally. His funeral was an impres- 


sive ceremony, attended by a great gathering of representative citizens 
of the city and district, and many eloquent tributes, all of them fully 
deserved, were paid to his service to the church and its people. 

Rev. F. J. Maxwell, the second of the surviving former ministers 
of the church, succeeded the Rev. Mr. Yule. He came to the church in 
1923, at another of the difficult periods of its history. Its growing pains 
were again becoming acute, and the disturbing question of church union 
was in the air. Mr. Maxwell came to Oshawa with a reputation already 
won as a preacher and pastor, and he fully justified the great expectations 
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awkes; C. A. Sadler, Rev. A. D. Robb, Moderator 
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iy which the congregation had in his coming. He entered whole-heartedly 
;, into the life of the congregation, and was honored by it when, in 1925, 
i his semi-jubilee in the ministry was celebrated, along with the semi-jubilee 


of the building of the new church. 

Thanks very largely to the wise guidance and leadership of Mr. Max- 
well, the church, on June 10, 1925, entered the United Church of Canada 
with the minimum of disturbance in its membership. The loss of a group 
cf members who remained firm to their convictions was much regretted, 
but they departed with the good wishes and continued friendship of the 
people of St. Andrew’s United Church, to form Knox Presbyterian Church. 
The Union controversy safely passed, St. Andrew’s once again turned to 


John Ross, A. G. Storie, W. H. Scott, J. D. Mack 
W. J. Davidson, W. Cooper, J. C. Young, J. C. I 


Left to Right—Front row, Thomas H 


Phillips. 


— 1 ff i SE] ET | FL | | | LL ef Yj | ce ff fj | |. if] | ff) || |). jj) jf || |) ]} —— jj} || — 


fe ee fa ee i | ecm 0 i ff] fff | me fp fj ff fpf mm | ff) fy py ff) ef Sf) mm ef | | jj | | f | ee |} || | ff ee fm, a if 
+ — ff —= —) = | fj) ff) |||) ff ee pf | je | |) jf) ee | ff ee | ef) ee [| || || ff | ff) ||) —— pl | DF — — || — | — | — I —— | i | ——— | —— || le |) 








_——o—s i i | |) | IIH) — |) = |) —— ||) || —Si6—ii— ii) — 1) — iS IN 


the problem of providing accommodation for its ever-increasing member- 
ship. It has always been the history of St. Andrew’s that it has grown 
in proportion to the growth of the city of Oshawa, and in the years of 
rapid expansion of the city, beginning immediately after the war, the 
church had its full share. 

So, in 1926, another building project was launched, and in the following 
year the church was enlarged, and the present splendid new Sabbath School 
was added to it, the enlarged church and school being formally dedicated 
in 1927. These additions gave St. Andrew’s a modern church home, with 
every kind of equipment for the proper development of all phases of the 
church life, and with particular stress upon the needs of the children and 
the young people of the church. 

Mr. Maxwell’s ministry was a period of much blessing for the church. 
His sermons were always models of clear thinking and of forceful oratory, 
and in his pastoral work he was a welcome visitor in the homes of his 
congregation. Another mark of progress came in 1931, when the new 
hymnary of the United Church of Canada was introduced and dedicated to 
the use of St. Andrew’s Church, a generous gift from one of the members 
resulting in a large supply of copies of the new hymnary being made 
available for use in the church. 

In the early part of 1932 there was great sorrow, in the congregation 
when it became known that Mr. Maxwell had accepted a call to the Glebe 
Road United Church, Toronto. In his nine years of ministry in St. 
Andrew’s he had endeared himself to young and old alike, to ll classes of 
his people, and they regretted to see him leave for another field of labor. 
Yet they wished him well in his work in Toronto, and turned to welcome 
their new and present minister, Rev. Andrew D. Robb, who had been pastor 
of Glebe Road United Church, and had exchanged charges with Mr. 
Maxwell. 

Mr. Robb was inducted in St. Andrew’s Church in the early summer 
of 1932, and at once his special talents for church organization and young 
people’s work became evident. His aptitude for literary and dramatic 
work at once came into play, and has already made itself felt in the life 
of the congregation. 

At the annual meeting of the church on January 18, 1933, the Women’s 
Association of the church, in a pleasing ceremony, presented Mr. Robb 
with a beautiful pulpit gown and cassock, commonly known as a Geneva 
gown, and Mr. Robb expressed his warm appreciation of this act of kind- 
ness and love. 

Rev. Mr. Robb is, perhaps, still too new to St. Andrew's for his worth 
and work to be fully appreciated, but his well-thought-out sermons, 
delivered in an attractive and compelling manner, have marked him as one 
who is able to live up to the highest traditions of the past, and to have a 
ministry of great success and blessing in St. Andrew’s. His inspiration 
and leadership have been behind the enthusiasm which has been engendered 
for the celebration of the Centennial of St. Andrew’s Chureh, and to his 
organizing skill belongs much of the credit for the arrangements for the 
special services and features of this great celebration. 

Now, in 1933, St. Andrew’s Church is 100 years old. It has grown 
steadily and surely. It has had its periods of difficulty and tribulation, 
but it has moved through them to triumph for the Master, to carve out 
for itself in the city of Oshawa a place of leadership in the religious life 
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THE Boarp oF TRUSTEES 
Above are the three members of the Board of Trustees of St. Andrew’s 
United Church. Left to right, they are:—Charles Smith, J. D. Storie 
and George W. McLaughlin. 


of the community. Outstanding in its interest and contributions on behalf 
of the missionary enterprises of the church, it has been generous in its 
givings. It has done its part, nobly and unselfishly, in carrying the Gospel 
to the four corners of the earth, and has, for its own people, provided a 
church home in which they can find Christian fellowship, friendship and 
spiritual guidance to carry over the rough roads of life. 

In St. Andrew’s, the indomitable spirit of the pioneers still lives. It 
is seen in the grand old men of the church who are still carrying their 
share of the burdens. It is seen in the splendid solid mass of citizenship 
which finds in St. Andrew’s a congenial church home. And it is seen, in 
an amazing manner, in the fine zeal and enthusiasm of its young people, 
who are nobly responding to the challenge sent out to them to carry on 
the work of the Master, and who are taking up the burdens handed down 
to them by their elders, and are pledging themselves to perpetuating in 
St. Andrew’s, all that has been finest and best in its century of progress 
and spiritual service. 

So St. Andrew’s stands to-day as a worthy monument to those who, 100 
years ago, founded their little church in the wilderness,—not as a 
monument of brick and stone, but a monument of flesh and blood, of living 
couls and of consecrated souls, banded together in the bond of Christian 
love to carry on the work of the Master, and to bring nearer the day of 
fulfilment of His prayer: 


“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, 
As it is in heaven.” 
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Qhe @r. Charuton Memorial Cairn 


On a high hill just west of Oshawa, on the spot where, one hundred 
years ago, the first Presbyterian Church services were conducted by Rev. 
Dr. Robert H. Thornton, there is being raised in honor of that grand old 
pioneer missionary, a noble cairn of stone. This cairn is the tribute of a 
grateful community to the work of Dr. Thornton, not only for the church 
for which and in which he labored, but to his work as an edueationist, as 
a temperance reformer, and as a citizen of the Oshawa district, and the 
Dominion of Canada. 


Through the energy and vision of Dr. T. E. Kaiser, of Oshawa, this 
memorial has been made possible. He it was who conceived the idea of 
thus honoring the memory of Dr. Thornton. He it was who, through his 
personal friendship with Emmanuel Hahn, the noted Canadian seulptor, 
secured the striking design for the memorial, and he it was who organized 
the campaign which resulted in generous contributions pouring in from 
municipalities and private citizens to make his dream a reality. And, as 
one of the features of the Centennial Celebration of St. Andrew’s Church, 
on a date yet to be arranged, there will be a great pilgrimage to the site 
of the old Anabaptist Church, for the unveiling and dedication of this 
memorial. 
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The cairn measures fifteen feet in height, and with its location on the 
hilltop, will stand as a beautiful landmark for generations yet to come. It 
P| £ y 

| is of massive stone construction, measuring twelve feet across at the 
| base. From its base protrudes a replica of the original log building in 
| which Dr. Thornton first preached to the settlers of this community. 
| Below, is the inscription tablet, bearing the following legend telling of the 
life and work of Dr. Thornton, and across the pages of the Book an 
appropriate verse, the 7th verse of the 32nd Chapter of the Book of Job: 
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1833—1933 
Site 
of Log Church 
Where Began The Mission 
of 
Robt. H. Thornton, D.D. 
Whose Pioneer Work in the Cause of Religion, Education 
and Social Reform has bequeathed to a grateful people a 
Century of Treasured Gifts. 





THe Dr. THORNTOX MEMORIAL CAIRN 


Which is in the course of erection on the site of the old Anabaptist Church, 
in which the first Presbyterian Church services were conducted by the great 
pioneer missionary and educationist, in honor of his work for the church 
and the community. This cairn will be unveiled as one of the features 

of the Centennial Celebration. “Days should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom.” 


What inscription could more fittingly commemorate the life of one who 
in his lifetime was a leader in the work of the church, the work of 
education and the spiritual and moral uplift of his fellow-men? 
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ae | St. Andrew's Church, 1933 | 
e+ After one hundred years of progress the work of St. Andrew’s Church 

5 2 = is being carried on with zeal and fervor worthy of the pioneers who founded 

of pe = | it. We here present the names of the church officials and those who are | 
SEE | directing the various departments of Christian service under its roof. | 
ifs | THE CHURCH SESSION | 
eae | Rev. Andrew D. Robb, C. A. Sadler, 
Bos & Moderator of Session Clerk of Session | 
ts S. J. Babe Jd. ©. Livingstone J. C. Young : 
os a: ‘ i Pr. H. Beattie J. D. MacKay Yohei Tose z 
Ades : | S. H. Buckler Dr. S. J. Phillips bas 
ame |W, J. Davidson W. H. Scott M. F. Armstrong 
“3 ae . | F. T. Guy Charles A. Smith AS Besamiela 
he | Thomas Hawkes J. D. Storie Apia 
a S ie | R. U. Irwin A. G. Storie oe eeee j 
a Pa a H. J. Johnston A. V. Swail Se al 
ESE BOARD OF MANAGERS 
E =i “ i Chairman Vice-Chairman ‘Treasurer 
= Se | A. G. Broomfield M. F. Armstrong J. A. Moore I 
= get | secretary, Financial Secretary, 
oe | W. J. Davidson H. Sproule | 
® Js Bs To retire at end of 1933:— 
~ at Be i J. C. Livingstone F. J. Perry James McDonald 
r, 7.8 H. E. Tripp M. F. Armstrong W. Cooper 
= 5 fan To retire at end of 1934:— i 
= Buc W. H. Ross S. J. Storie H. Sproule 
era | G. H. Lander James A. Moore C. V. Edmunds : 
ns j ‘To retire at end of 1935:— 
: vis us W. J. Davidson Leslie F. McLaughlin A. G. Broomfield 
= fm S R. M. Miller W. D. Rutledge F, R. Daniels 
s abeatt BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
, fe. 5 George W. McLaughlin J. D. Storie Charles A. Smith | 
+ ate : Auditors—C. A. Sadler and J. C. Young 
Sigg | Pew Committee—C. V. Edmunds and J. McDonald 
easeae | Church Stewards—R. M. Millar and W. H. Ross | 
os 52 As Organist and Choir Leader—George W. Henley | 
ot at | THE CHOIR 
=. B: | Hon, President—Rev. Andrew D. Robb 
se ee F President—P. Weeks : 
eG ; Vice-President—Miss V. Moyse 

pa i os Secretary—Miss K. Wells 
aS o . | Treasurer—Mrs. Grant Berry | 
BASSO ! THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ! 
| se | Hon. Superintendent—Rev, Andrew D. Robb | 
ol és | Superintendent—J. C. Young | 
38 ~ | Asst. Superintendents—H. J. Johnston and C. A. Sadler 
Erte ea | Missionary Supt.—James Young | 
- cee ; Temperance Supt.—D. C. Haverson ‘ 

3 ie : Primary Supt.—Mrs. H. Brant 
solnahaii 7 Beginners’ Supt.—Mrs. J. C. Young | 
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Secretary-Treasurer—J. J. Scott 

Asst. Secretaries—Carl Creamer and Lawrence McMurtry 
Pianists—Miss Gladys McLaughlin and Miss Jean Miller 
Lantern Operator—Archie Whitelaw 

Musical Director—Ralph Kent 


01 fe 


Teachers 
Thomas Hawkes Miss Gladys McLaughlin Miss Velma Bone 
C, A. Sadler Miss Marjorie Sproule Miss Helen Yule 
H. J. Johnston Miss Cora Sproule Miss Verna Rutledge 
James Young Miss Phyllis Clements Miss Hilda Britton 


Miss May Storie 
Miss Helen Creamer 
Miss Helen MeGill 


Stephen Saywell Miss N. Scorgie 

Miss Lillian Bell Fred Gilmore 

Miss Marion Anderson Ralph Kent 

Mrs. J. McDonald Miss M. Hancock D. C. Haverson 

Miss Anne Storie Mr. Ray O’Hara Mrs. M. M. Hood 
CANADIAN GIRLS IN TRAINING 


Fidelus Group Leader—Miss Helen Chapman 

Akita Group Leader—Miss Phyllis Clements ; 

Four-Square Group Leader—Mrs. W. H. Tait ™ 

Good Companions Group Leader—Miss Anne E. drorie 
WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION — be 

President— Mrs. A. G. Broomfield ‘ 

lst Vice-President— Mrs. G. Davidson 

2nd Vice-President— Mrs. P. A. Blackburn 


secretary— Mrs. C. McGarvie 

Treasurer— Mrs. Ward 

Pianists— Mrs. A. D. Robb and Mrs. P. M. Miller 
Press Reporter— Mrs. Kinton, Jr. 

Flower Committee— Mrs. F. Saywell and Mrs. N. McLean 

Pulpit Committee— Mrs. A. G. Broomfield and Mrs. W. Davidson 


Manse Committee— Mrs. G. Lander, Mrs. M. F. Armstrong and Mrs. A. 
G. Broomfield 
Buying Committee— Mrs. G. Lander and Mrs. A. C. Wannan 


Councillors— Mrs. J. E. Webb, Mrs. MacKay, Mrs. Kinton, Sr., 
and Mrs. 8. J. Babe 
WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
Honorary President— Mrs. Yule 
President— Mrs. C. M. Ewing 
Vice-Presidents— Mrs. S. H. Buckler, Mrs. A. D. Robb 
Recording Secretary— Mrs. M. F. Kirkland 
Corresponding Secretary— | Mrs. F. E. Hare 
Treasurer— Miss Dillon 
Strangers’ Secretary— Mrs. T. H. McMurtry 
Literature Secretary— Mrs. A. V. Swail 
Temperance Secretary— Mrs. M. F. Armstrong 
Condolence Secretary— Mrs. W. H. Young 
Press Secretary— Mrs. J. D. MacKay 
Missionary Monthly— Mrs. M. Barrett 


Mission Band— Miss May Dillon 
Pianist— Mrs. S. Duizendstra 
Secretary, Peace and Disarmament—Mrs. W. B. Jamieson 
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JESSIE PANTON MISSION AUXILIARY 


Honorary President— 
President— 
1st Vice-President and 


Temperance Secretary— 


2nd Vice-President and 
Peace Secretary— 

Recording Secretary— 

Treasurer— 

Bale Secretary— 


Missionary Messenger Secretary— 


Press Secretary— 
Strangers’ Secretaries— 
Flower Convener— 
Pianist— 


Mrs. A. D. Robb 
Mrs. C. A. Kinton 


Mrs. W. D. Rutledge 


Miss N. Scorgie 
Miss Jean McLeod 
Mrs. R. M. Miller 
Mrs. A. L., Haverson 
Miss K. Wotten 

Mrs. A. V. Pipher 


Mrs. H. Brant and Mrs. W. B. White. 


Mrs. H. Collins 
Miss Rose Hawkes 


OLIVE BRANCH MISSION BAND 


Leaders— 
President— 

Ist Vice-President— 
2nd Vice-President— 
Secretary— 
Treasurer— 
Pianist— 


Miss May Dillon, Mrs. R. M. Miller 


Annabel Baird 
Betty Moore 

John Clark 
Margaret Smith 
Mary Miller 
Dorothy Haverson 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S ASSOCIATION 


Honorary President— 
President— 

ist Vice-President— 
2nd Vice-President— 
pecretary— 
Treasurer— 

Press Secretary— 
Pianist— 


Christian Fellowship Convener— 


Citizenship Convener— 
Recreation Convener— 
Literary Convener— 
Music Convener— 
Dramatic Convener— 
Tennis Convener— 
Missionary Convener— 
Membership Convener— 
Social Convener— 

ST 
Honorary President— 
President— 
Ist Vice-President— 
2nd Vice-President— 
Secretary— 
Treasurer— 
Pianist— 
Program Chairman— 
Finance Chairman— 


Rev. A. D. Robb 

C. M. Lang 

Stephen Saywell 
Wilfred McKay 

Miss Grace H. Anderson 
Ian McNab 

Miss Gladys McLaughlin 
Miss Norah Herd 

Miss Helen Yule 
Lawrence McMurtry 
Ray O’Hara 

Howard Saywell 

Gerald Tonkin 
Randolph Mark 

Stephen Saywell 

James Young 

Miss Jean Thompson 
Miss Verna Rutledge 


- ANDREW'S MEN’S CLUB 


Thomas Hawkes 
A. W. Armstrong 
5S. J. Storie 

M. McIntyre Hood 
J. D. MacKay 
James McDonald 
George W. Henley 
J. C. Young 

Dr. 8. J. Phillips 
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“Che Pilgrimane” 


Historical Pageant of 100 Years of History of 
St. Andrem’s Church 


C. V. Edmunds 
George W. Henley 
James A. Moore 
C. A. Sadler 

L. F. MeLaughlin 


Sports Chairman— 

Music Chairman— 
Membership Chairman— 
Church Welfare Chairman— 
Transportation Chairman— 
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Refreshments Chairman— 


A. V. Swail 


ST. ANDREW'S BADMINTON CLUB 


Honorary President— 


Rev. A. D, Robb 
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Written and directed buy M,. Melntywre Hood 
with the collaboration of Rev. A. D. Rebb, 


President— C. VY. Edmunds Presented in St. Andrew's United Church 
Vice-President— Miss Gladys McLaughlin On Tuesday Evening, October 24, 1923. 
Treasurer— Miss Betty Thompson 
Secretary— Miss Verna Rutledge 


Sports Chairman— 
Refreshments Committee— 


Ray O'Hara 
Miss Marjorie Sproule, Mrs. Cuthbert- 
son and Miss Norah Herd 





The minutes of the first session 
meeting of the church, on June 6, 
1835, at Whitby, read as follows: 

“The session of the Presbyterian 
Church of Whitby, having met ac- 
cording to appointment, on the 19th 
day of April, when were present the 
moderator and Messrs, William Dow, 
William Matthewson, William Wal- 
ters and David Way. After being 
constituted, they proceeded to the 
choice of a clerk, when William Dow 
Was unanimously appointed. The 


High Lights of History 


and passed the negative resolution 
that the session had no objection to 
an organ if it’ were the pleasure of 
the congregagion. © 
> ee * Ss 
The Women’s Misslonary Society 
of the Church i organized in 
March, 1877, and at first meetings 
were held on the second Tuesday of 
each month. 
x oe * 
The land upon which the present 
St. Andrew’s Church now stands was 
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This pageant depicts one hundred years of history, covering the period 
of the century of progress and spiritual service of St. Andrew's Church. 
Interwoven with the history of the church is the history of the Dominion 
and the Empire, for all of the great events of Nation and Empire building 
touched our church at some point in its work. 

_ —— The episodes depicted represent the 
highlights of the 100 years’ march 
through tribulation to triumph. It is 
not claimed that the whole pageant is 
historically correct, but it is history, 
and the story is woven together to 
vive a graphic representation of the 
people and incidents which have made 
the church great, and which have link- 
ed together church, state and empire 
in a grand parade of progress. 

The following is a summary of the 
episodes as they will be presented on 
the stage: 


; | nares Episode 1—Prologue by Father 

session next proceeded to the consid- donated to the church by William _ nae S' Say AOR 

i i Ss Time—The Spirit of the Pioneers 
eration of some matters for the Bartlett. His daughter, Mrs. Wilton, poten ited 

regulation of their future proceed- although an octogenarian, is still a Buiscds 8 the Coming of tha 


ings, and after some conversation it 
was thought proper to adjourn to 
to the present date in order that 
mature reflection might be employed 
on the subject. Meeting concluded 
with prayer.” 

x * * 

On February 17, 1578, the mana- 
gers presented a petition, signed by 
eight members, to the session, 
recommending the installation of an 
organ. The session, by a majority of 
one, had no objections, but finally re- 
solved that, for fear of disturbing 
the harmony of the congregation, 
the matter should be left in abey- 
ance. On January 14, 1882, the ses- 
sion again discussed the question, 
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member of St. Andrew’s. 
* * #8 

St. Andrew’s has always been a 
great missionary church, and in the 
year 1932, a year of great depres- 
sion, contributed $5,600 to missions, 
the largest contribution in Oshawa 
Presbytery. 

ih = : 

Neglect of public ordinances was 
a serious matter In the early days 
of the church, and different persons 
were rebuked by the session or mod- 
erator for the sin, and tckens were 
given only on repentance. 

A = ii 
Part of the minutes of the ses- 
(Continued on page 30) 
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Pioneers to Whitby Township. The 
settlers gather together to discuss 
their needs for a school and church, 
and into their midst comes a young 
scottish missionary, Rev. R. H. Thorn- 
ton, who is invited to become their 
minister. 

Episode 3—The Pioneer Church 
Service—recalling the first services 
held by the Rev. Dr. Thornton in the 
old Anabaptist Church building at 
Thornton’s Corners, with the Pioneer men, women and children taking part. 





M. McIntyre Hoop 
Author and Director of the St. 
Andrew's Church Historical 
Pageant, “The Pilgrimage.” 








Episode 4—The Home Life of the Pioneers, giving a typical scene in a 
pioneer home, and a meeting of the first two elders to discuss the raising 
of funds for the building of the first Presbyterian Church. 


Episode 5—The New Church and Queen Victoria’s Coronation—in which 
4 pioneer family renews its vows of allegiance to God, Queen and Country. 
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Episode 6—The Kirk Session. The elders meet to discuss the business 
of the church, showing that they had some problems not met with to-day, 
and to pay a tribute of kindness and gratitude to their beloved minister, 
Rev. Dr. R. H. Thornton. 

Episode 7—Canada a Dominion—The Fathers of Confederation, pre- 
sented in tableau. 

Episode 8—Rev. Dr. Hogg, and the coming of the McLaughlin Carriage 
Company to Oshawa In this episode the history of St. Andrew’s Church is 
linked with the early history of the town of Oshawa, and Robert McLaugh- 
lin makes his appearance as a benefactor to the church and the community. 

Episodes 9—Rev. Mr. Eastman and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The 
pioneer children, now reaching old age, gather once again to honor their 
revered queen, and to recall the days of 1837, when they, with their pioneer 
parents, honored her on her coronation day. 

Episode 10.—Rev. Mr. Hodges and the South African War. The caval- 
cade of Empire sends Canada’s sons to the far-off veldt of South Africa, 
to fight the battles of Empire, just as the people of St. Andrew’s enter 
their new church building, and valiant mothers send forth their sons 
bravely, but with sorrowing hearts. 

Episode 11—Scene I.—The greatest war of all history comes, and Rev. 
Mr. Yule is seen as a true minister to the many families of St. Andrew’s 
plunged into sorrow by the loss of dear ones on thé field of battle. 

Scene II.—The women of St. Andrew’s, as ever, are in. the forefront 
of service, ministering to the needs of the men at ie front, and 
rejoicing in their work. 

Episode 12—Rev. Mr. Maxwell and a retrospect view. The old pioneer, 
now near the century mark, recalls the storied past, and rejoices with his 
young friends of a new generation in the consummation of church union 
and the extension of the church and Sunday School under Mr. Maxwell. 

Episode 183—Scene I.—The coming of Rev. A. D. Robb, and the presenta- 
tion to him of a Geneva gown by the Woman's Association of the church. 

Scene II.—Epilogue—The past is past, the present is with us—we are 
the future. A challenge to St. Andrew’s to carry on in the spirit 
of the pioneers, and the answer of the young people of to-day. 


Gast of Chararters 


EPISODE 1. Mrs. MeLean.............. Mrs. J. Lindsay 
Prologue By Father Time ibe Deans....-...--.-... eu Sic 
E. i M Gi n BET hawtrsastevastineeracensesnte tasHe CHL Ba 
| : * esis Children....Marion Irwin, Georgia 


Tait, Richard McLaughlin, 


EPISODE 2. Moira B j Lind. 
The Coming of The Pioneers neato taienta | eA tece e 
say, George McLaughlin, 
Mr. Burnett ......... -W, D. Rutledge Elizabeth Hood. 
Mr. Tweedie ............-..---. Ray O’Hara Wak ot et 
Mr. Skey ------.::-0-:-+-- Howard Saywell 
Mr. McGregor ............Robert MeKay EPISODE 3. 
Mr. Ormiston............-... A. 8S. McLeese The Pioneer Church Service 
William Dow...................... E. G. Nichol Rev. Mr. Thornton........ James Young 
Rev. Mr. Thornton.......James Young Mrs. McLean............ Mrs. J. Lindsay 
Mrs. McGregor........-... Mrs. John Reid Lizzie........................- ..... Elizabeth Hood 
Mrs. Duncan............Mrs. C. MeGarvie Meg..............--:0:0000 weMoira Begg 
2 55 
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aura as cena as eam ay 
JamMie...........000.--.........-..Harold Calford Storekeeper.............. Sen eS -Tom Russell 
Mr. Tweedie...................-.-.- Ray O’Hara Robert McLaughlin...Malcolm Young 
Precentor.........-....----..-...-G. W. Henley Rev. Mr. Hoge.......Stephen Saywell 
* * * on ahaa 
EPISODE 4. EPISODE 9 

The Home Life of The Pioneers ee . 

Donald Duncan................... . Jack Gray = sae man 

Mrs. Duncan.........-Mrs. C, McGarvie The tamer Jubilee 
Thc casino sctcee Porton: Elizabeth Hood 
Meg 1 MYR eye re Moira Begg Robert..... Sereabeayeeneianes stnsictoateears Jack Gray 
@AIMNIG. 3... --.3- Harold Calford ATCHie...-----n-seneesececeee .--Robert McKay 
OTT ES Be a ee Jean Lindsay Agnes pearrerbarsevtio siete Mrs. M. M. Hood 
William DoW ccescececccec--.-.--. E. G. Nichol RN eee May Clark 
John pepburn..s-Sehe Hunter EPISODE 10. 
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EPISODE 5, 


Queen Victoria's Coronation 
and The New Church 


Angus..............-......M. MeIntyre Hood 
Angus’ wife............ Mrs. M. M. Hood 
Ls) ee eres Angus Hood 
31 )) oe are G. MeLaughlin, Jr. 
Agnes..........................Muriel MeGarvie 


+ * * 
EPISODE 6. 
The Kirk Session 
Rev. Mr. Thornton.......James Young 


William Dow......................E. G. Nichol 
John Hepburn...................John Hunter 
Mr. McGregor................ Robert McKay 
Clerk of Session........Clarence Sadler 
Jean Buckleigh...........Mrs. J. I. Hirst 
Mr, Mitchell...................... G..L. Lander 
Mr. Ormiston................ A. S. MeLeese 
ie : * 
EPISODE 7. 


The Fathers of Confederation 

This episode is being presented by 
the Men’s Club of St. Andrew’s 
Church, under the direction of E. J. 
MeGirr. 

*  @ 
EPISODE 8. 
The Coming of The McLaughlin 
Carriage Company and 
Rev. Mr. Hogg 


Mr. Mitchell...................... G. L. Lander 
Mr. Ormiston................ A. 8. MeLeese 
J. D. Storie................. -William Young 


LS Howard Saywell 


Rev. Mr. Hodges 
The New Church 
and 
The South African War 
|S [i ) ; Sepa erent yenreiote Reo .....Jdack Reid 
Anne.......:......-...............Mrs. Jack Reid 
Mrs. McGregor..........Mrs. John Reid 
Herb’s Mother........ 
Mrs. A. G. Broomfield 
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EPISODE 11. 


Scene—Rey. Mr, Yule and 
The Great War 
Father..........-..---..........3+ OC, Fetterley 
Mother........00..000..0........Mrs, J. I, Hirst 
Children.......Muriel MeGarvie, Moira 
Begg and George Mc- 
Laughlin, Jr. 
Rev. Mr. Yule.................. Charles Yule 
Scene 2, 
Scene 2.—St. Andrew’s Women 
in Service 
Mrs. Grumpy.............- ...--Mrs. White 
Mrs. Patriot............ Mrs. W. R. Brown 
Mrs. War Widow....Mrs. Robt. Baker 
Mrs. Busy................Mrs. Grant Berry 
ss 


EPISODE 12. 


A Retrospect View and 
Rev. F. J. Maxwell 


Mr. Mathewson......M. McIntyre Hood 


Betty.......... eaeaieteneeeis Miss Agnes Blair 
Barbara........--.--se+-+-: Miss Nora Herd 
Bruce...........................William Coxson 


Wee Tom <..:--:-..:::--.-:-- Bobby Calford 
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New Canadians......Billy Beaumont 
Sunday school girl...Helen Blake 
Sunday school boy........Ross Drew 


Other children..Jean Lindsay 
Elizabeth Hood 
Angus Hood 


St. Andrew's Personalities 


Mr. Robert McLaughlin, father of It is of interest to recall some of 


th oh C.G LD sercererererersrreereeneeresMay Clark Mr. George W. McLaughlin and Col. the old names—Skey, Tweedie, Or- 

EPISODE 13. Teen age boys......Archie Whitelaw R. S. McLaughlin, joined St..An- miston, Burnett, Mitchell, Dow, 

| Scene 1—Rev. A. D. Robb and Old Woman............Mrs. C. M. Ewing drew’s Church by certificate from Proctor, McGregor, Bartlett. These 
The Geneva Gown Old Matt. ears icice needs Gy Yonge Enniskillen on November 2, 1877. were the names familiar to the 


Rey. A. D, Robb Young Woman........Miss M. Sproule 
Mrs. A. G. Broomfield Young Man ...............Stephen Saywell 
Mrs. 8. J. Babe + * i 


Soloists—Mrs. Grant Berry, Mrs. 


On November 13, 1881, he was ap- church cf one hundred years ago. 
pointed an elder of the church, and ee ae 
remained in that office until his 


death. William H. Scott and John ., 1% imscription on the tomb of 


Scene 2—Epilogcue 
pilog the Rev. Dr. R. H. Thornton reads: 


Elder..............-....-...-.-Thomas Hawkes Jack Reid, Jack Reid, Jack Gray Monteith were appointed elders at — : Sree 

Moderator...................Rev. A. D. Robb Organ Accompaniments— the same time. “Leaving to our country the Shee 

Children representing George W. Henley Se tere danable. record of an earnest veil 
India........---.ccccceee dean Baird Fiano Accompaniments— He Giveth His Beloved Sleep.” 


iia ots eae s Fb inetias Ghausviont A note in the flyleaf of the first ae 


Mrs. Robert Baker eee “Previ bs th 
3 PS | session book says: vious to 
China.....................George Whitelaw Convener, Costumes and ee = pane te in NEL LS si Mrs. William White (Fanny Bart- 
Japan............-........--lyma Rutledge Property—Mrs. A. G. Broomfield lders. Willi D | d . h & lett) and Mrs. Robert Dillon, (Mar- 
| Trinidad...................Charles McKay Stage Management—aA. V. Swail pe ee ee See ee ae garet Burnett), both octogenarians, 


burn, who were so situated as to 
prevent regular meetings. No 
records therefore exist previous to 
this date.” 


are still members of St. Andrew’s 
and remember the original church 
well. It was of red brick, facing 
south, and had a centre entrance 


Indian Schools........ Norma Western Director—M. McIntyre Hood 





High Lights of History © | 


(Continued from page 26) 
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sion meeting of June 18, 1845, reads 
as follows: “Took up the subject in 
the former minute respecting the 
posture in public praise. After 
mature consideration, a unanimous 
preference was given to standing. 
The session also agreed that the 
matter be laid before the congrega- 
tion as being so viewed by the ses- 
sion, and that a brief statement be 
made by the minister of the leading 
reasons suggesting the change, and 
to call upon them candidly and 
mutually to consider the subject.” 
aft is ak 

In a questionaire answered by 
the session on February 21, 1870, 
the following question appears: “Is 
family worship observed morning 
and evening in the houses of the 
members of the church?” The an- 
swer given was “We have no know!]- 
edge of any being remiss.” Another 
of the questions was “Do you know ot 
any cause which seems to prevent 
the young from. receiving the gospel 
and openly confessing Christ?” This 
Was- answered, away back in 1870, 


as follows: “We believe that the gren- 
eral influence of worldly associations 
is a great preventive.” 

* # * 

Apparently, about 1898, and pre- 
viously, the church was interested in 
a boys’ brigade,—some military or 
cadet organization. On June 30, 
1897, it is recorded that Mr. Alex 
Storie stated that he wished to re- 
sign the captaincy cf No. 2 Com- 
pany in favor of Mr. R. Regan. On 
April 28, 1898, the session received 
a request from the secretary of No. 
2 Company that Rev. Mr. Hodges be 
chaplain, that Sergt. J. Thompson 
be made lieutenant, that they be al- 
lowed to store their rifles in the 
vestry and that the officers be per- 
mitted to drill in the basement. 
These requests were granted, except 
that a cupboard be secured for the 
rifles and that the drills must not 
interfere with other meetings. 

* * * 

In August, 1835, a petition was 

received by the session from the 
(Continued on page 32) - 
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Miss Nellie McLean, one time or- 
ganist of St. Andrew’s Church, took 


up painting in a serious way. She 


did a good deal of work in Paris, 
and copied Madame Le Brun and her 


daughter, in the Louvre. This beau- 
tiful picture now hangs in the 
Nurses’ Home of the Oshawa Gen- 
eral Hospital. The artist died in 


Paris. 
* ss & 


Miss Jessie Panton, after whom 
one of the mission auxiliaries of the 
church is named, applied for admis- 
sion to church membership on No- 
vember 5, 1870. 

* *« «& 

Miss May Dillon, a grand-niece of 
the Rev. Dr. Thornton, was organist 
of St. Andrew’s Church for a num- 
ber of years. She is now organist 
of Holy Trinity Church, Oshawa. 

= = x 


Adam Speers and John Boyd were 
the men who acted as precentors of 
the church during Dr. Thornton’s 
ministry. 
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leading into a long vestibule. From 
the vestibule a door east and a door 
west led into the church, likewise 
stairs led up into the gallery, which 
ran around three sides of the church. 
The pews had doors on them and 
were allotted to the families. The 
collection was taken in boxes at the 
end of long handles. The church had 
a seating capacity of 1,000 people. 
The pulpit was a lofty one, topped 
by a conspicuous carved pineapple. 
The precentor’s desk was immedi- 
ately under the pulpit. 


af * qr 


In October, 1838, Thomas Ormis- 
ton, Lockhart Ormiston, John Mich- 
eal and William Smith were elected 
elders of the church. 


i * ss 


Adam Spears was session clerk of 
the church in 1844 and 1845 and the 
session meetings were usually held 
at George Machie’s house. 

at = ae 

On August 2, 1874, §S. Wood, D. 

Scott and A. Robertson were elected 
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elders of the church, receiving 90, 88 
and 52 votes respectively. 


a * = 


James D. Storie and several mem- 
bers of the Scott family joined the 
church on March 12, 1876. 

* * * 


An organ was first installed in the 
church, apparently, in the year 1582. 
A record in the minutes of May 2, 
1884, states that Miss Andrews has 
requested to be relieved of the duties 
of organist. 

a * = 

Miss Kate Hare was appointed or- 
ganist and choir leader of the church 
on October 5, 1885, at a salary of 
$50.00 per annum. In March, 1888, 
Miss Kyle volunteered and was ap- 
pointed organist at no salary, and 
Mr. Dewar was appointed choir lead- 


er on condition that the proper hymn 
book and psalter were obtained. 
* « «* 

J. D. Storie was elected an elder 
of the church on February 28, 1894, 
W. H. Scott was also elected elder 
at the same time. 

+ * * 

Mr. Thomas Morris retired as 
principal of the Sunday School in 
May, 1903, after having held that 
office for 17 years. Mr. George W. 
McLaughlin replaced him. 

© 1h: hh 

Mr. J. C. Young, young in appear- 
ance and young in years, is now 
superintendent of the Sunday School 
and has as his right hand men three 
church veterans—Thomas Hawkes, 
David Haverson and J. J. Scott. This 
quartette of efficients never fails the 
Sunday School. § 


High “Lights of History 


(Continued from page 30) 


elders of the “back” district, asking 
for the dispensation of the supper 
occasionally among them, they being 
so placed that they could never come 
“to the front.” The terms “back” 
and “front” were used to mark the 
north and south sections of the 
township. 
- * a 

Individual communion cups were 
first purchased for use by the con- 
gregation in May, 1910. 

se @ 

Here is an _ interesting entry 
in the session records of December 
22, 1885: The session held court on 
Dec. 22, 1835, to consider the case 


| 


of J. B., a young lady, a domestic, 
and apparently a member of the 
church, who had been charged with 
being out of the house at a too late 
hour, and in irreligious company, 
contrary to the instructions of her 
relations, She was found not charge- 
able with scandal, but that her con- 
duct had been improper as a servant 
in taking that liberty, which was re- 
fused her from the best motives, and 
moreover, very imprudent to say the 
least, for a professor of religion to 
frequent a house where there was no 
evidence of the fear of God. She was 
admonished by the moderator and 
dismissed from the court.” 
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